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1/16/22 Deacon Rick Ashburn- Wedding at cana 
 
                                          Do whatever He tells you       
 
 
   “They have no wine.” “Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” 

“Do whatever He tells you.” These words, which constitute the short discourse between Mary 

and Jesus and which are recorded in the second chapter of the Gospel of John, initiate the 

events which will ultimately reveal the divinity of Jesus and the introduction of the New 

Covenant, the New Law, which God gifted to mankind when He sent His Only-begotten Son for 

our redemption. 

    

   The wedding feast at Cana is described only in John’s Gospel. This may be because Mary 

lived with John after Jesus’ death, Resurrection, and Ascension. Sacred Scripture reveals little 

concerning the life of Jesus before the start of His public ministry at around age thirty. There is 

in Luke’s Gospel the account of Jesus’ interaction with the Doctors within the temple (known by 

some as the Disputation), occurring at the tender age of twelve. Knowing Jesus to be the Son of 

God, we can surmise that Jesus was an obedient boy, a good student, an industrious 

apprentice carpenter, and a loyal friend. At the time of the wedding in Cana, Jesus had recently 

been recognized by His cousin John the Baptist as the Lamb of God Who came into the world to 

forgive humanity’s sin and to baptize with the Holy Spirit. John directed his followers to become 

disciples of Jesus, acknowledging his God-appointed role as messenger regarding the arrival of 

the Messiah. Chapter one of John’s Gospel relates that Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, Nathanael, 

and the Evangelist (John, the Gospel writer) had begun to follow Jesus, and along with Jesus 

were likewise invited to the wedding. We aren’t told much about the couple who are being 

married, but the presence of Jesus, who was then gaining quite a reputation in the region, likely 

added a heightened level of celebration to an already joyful event. 
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   In the culture of that time a wedding feast often lasted for up to seven days. Wine was an 

important part of the celebration, and running out of wine prematurely would doubtless have 

resulted in profound embarrassment for the bride’s family. Mary, sensitive to this fact, informs 

her Son, stating simply. “They have no wine.” Jesus’ response may appear rather brusque and 

impolite, but He is actually according His mother great respect, addressing her as “Woman,” the 

word first accorded to Eve, the first woman and the mother of the human race. Mary, as the 

New Eve, will become the mother of all who follow Christ. Jesus’ response, questioning how His 

mother’s concern affects Him, and His statement that His hour had not yet come, may be a test 

of her faith. Mary, perhaps directed by God the Father to reveal the divinity of Jesus just as she 

had revealed His humanity by the humble utterance of her “Fiat,” responds by telling the 

servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” Mary knows her Son like no one else. She knows His 

compassion and goodness, and she has faith and trusts that Jesus will not leave this need 

unmet. Her words “Do whatever He tells you” are meant for the waiters, not for Jesus. As Peter 

Kreeft, noted philosopher and theologian so wonderfully has written, “…she gives them the best 

commandment anybody ever gave anybody, the very best advice in the whole world, the advice 

that summarizes and contains absolutely everything in the life of a Christian in one short 

sentence: “Do whatever He tells you.” Those are Mary’s last recorded words. John records them 

because he knows that they are not just for the waiters at the feast but for all Christians, for the 

whole Church and every single individual in it down to the end of time. It is the only advice that 

no one can ever possibly go wrong in following. It is the whole meaning of life and it is the secret 

of becoming a saint: simply obeying this one commandment, saying to the man who was and is 

God, “Thy will be done,” with all your heart and soul and mind and strength.” 

 

   Mary said it best with the gentle and concise command “Do whatever He tells you.” Other 

expressions come to my mind when I read this Gospel account. “He’s got your back,” “He’ll 

never let you down,” “Put your faith/trust in Him,” “Ride His back,” and “Follow Him” are a few 
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that come to mind. This Gospel passage also brings to mind the poem ‘Footprints in the Sand,’ 

with which many of you are likely familiar (I’ve left some copies at the main entrance). Christ 

tells us elsewhere in Scripture that He wishes us to have life in abundance. At Cana, performing 

the first of His miracles, or signs, He provided an abundance of choice wines to all in 

attendance. If we but open our hearts and our ears to Jesus in frequent prayer, and follow His 

directives and teachings, we too will experience an abundance of graces and blessings and an 

introduction to the Kingdom of God on earth, and eternal dwelling in God’s Kingdom after our 

earthly lives have past. 

 

   As we prepare to receive our Savior in the Liturgy of the Eucharist, let us be mindful of the 

need to always pray, listen for, and heed the voice of Jesus and, with open hearts, obey the 

gentle and loving command of His mother, Queen of Heaven and of the Church: “Do whatever 

He tells you.”  Amen. 

 


